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�-�X�V�W�L�F�H�¶�V�����'�2�-�¶�V�����2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���-�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���'�H�O�L�Q�T�X�H�Q�F�\���3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�����2�-�-�'�3�����L�Q���W�K�H���2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I��
�-�X�V�W�L�F�H���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����2�-�3���² �V�H�H�N�V���W�R���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���F�D�V�H�V���R�I���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���V�H�[�X�D�O�O�\���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���W�R��
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R���V�X�F�K���F�D�V�H�V�����7�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���L�V���F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G���R�I���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H��
�J�U�R�X�S�H�G���L�Q���I�R�X�U���P�D�L�Q���D�U�H�D�V�����0�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���O�D�Z�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���I�R�U���W�K�H�V�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K��
�D�U�H���I�X�Q�G�H�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���0�(�&���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q��1���� 

�x �7�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���(�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����1�&�0�(�&�����L�V���D���Q�R�Q�S�U�R�I�L�W��
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�U�L�D�����9�$�����W�K�D�W���V�H�U�Y�H�V���D�V���D���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W��
�D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���R�Q���F�D�V�H�V���R�I���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���R�I���F�K�L�O�G��
�Y�L�F�W�L�P�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���P�R�U�H���E�U�R�D�G�O�\�����1�&�0�(�&���S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O���W�D�N�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���R�I���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���K�R�W�O�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���S�R�U�W�D�O�����0�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G��
�P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���K�D�Y�H���U�X�Q���D�Z�D�\�����1�&�0�(�&���D�O�V�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�R���O�R�F�D�W�H���D�E�G�X�F�W�R�U�V��
�D�Q�G���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���K�H�O�S�V���Z�L�W�K���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���R�I���V�H�[�X�D�O��
�H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����)�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���1�&�0�(�&���Z�D�V���������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���L�Q���)�<������������ 

�x �7�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���&�U�L�P�H�V���$�J�D�L�Q�V�W���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����,�&�$�&�����7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���I�X�Q�G�V���V�W�D�W�H���D�Q�G���O�R�F�D�O��
�O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���L�Q���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���F�K�L�O�G���V�H�[�X�D�O���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P��
�D�O�V�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���,�&�$�&���'�D�W�D���6�\�V�W�H�P�����1�,�'�6�������Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���X�V�H�G���E�\���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W��
�D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���W�R���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�R�U�V���Z�K�R���V�H�[�X�D�O�O�\���D�E�X�V�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�Q���W�K�H��
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���D�Q�G���W�R���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�V�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����)�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���,�&�$�&���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���Z�D�V���������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q��
�L�Q���)�<������������ 

�x �8�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���$�0�%�(�5���$�O�H�U�W�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J�����%�U�R�D�G�F�D�V�W���(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����S�U�R�J�U�D�P����
�'�2�-���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���D���J�U�D�Q�W�H�H�����)�R�[���9�D�O�O�H�\���7�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���&�R�O�O�H�J�H�����W�K�D�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H��
�W�R���V�W�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���O�R�F�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���D�O�H�U�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���Z�K�H�Q���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�U�H���D�E�G�X�F�W�H�G���D�Q�G���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�R��
�E�H���L�Q���L�P�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���G�D�Q�J�H�U�����$�0�%�(�5���$�O�H�U�W���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���Z�D�V���I�X�Q�G�H�G���D�W�������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���L�Q��
�)�<���������� 

�x �7�K�H���0�(�&���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�O�V�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���J�U�D�Q�W�V���I�R�U���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���F�K�L�O�G��
�Y�L�F�W�L�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V�����7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���L�V���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G���Y�L�D���D��
�J�U�D�Q�W�H�H�����)�R�[���9�D�O�O�H�\���7�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���&�R�O�O�H�J�H�����W�K�D�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P��
�L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����Z�H�E���E�D�V�H�G���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����7�K�H�V�H���J�U�D�Q�W�V���F�D�Q���Y�D�U�\���I�U�R�P���\�H�D�U��
�W�R���\�H�D�U�����D�Q�G���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���L�Q���)�<������������ 

�7�K�L�V���U�H�S�R�U�W���F�R�Y�H�U�V���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���D�V�S�H�F�W�V���R�I���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���D�Q�G���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�L�Q�J���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G��
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����,�W���E�H�J�L�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���R�Q���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���L�V�V�X�H�V�����7�K�H���Q�H�[�W��
�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�K�R���D�U�H���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���V�H�[�X�D�O�O�\��
�H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G�����7�K�H���U�H�S�R�U�W���W�K�H�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���H�D�F�K���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���0�(�&���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����7�K�H��
�U�H�S�R�U�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���E�U�R�D�G�H�U���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���V�H�[�X�D�O�O�\���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G��
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��2�� 

                                                 
1 Grants for NCMEC, training and technical assistance, and related supports are authorized under the Missing 
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���$�F�W����P.L. 98-413), as amended (34 U.S.C. §11293 et seq.; Chapter 111, Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention). The ICAC Task Force program is authorized under the PROTECT Our Children Act of 2008 
(P.L. 110-401), as amended (34 U.S.C. §§21112-21117; Chapter 211, Combating Child Exploitation). The AMBER 
Alert program is authorized under the PROTECT Act (P.L. 108-21), as amended (34 U.S.C. §20501; Chapter 205, 
AMBER Alert). 
2 For a broader perspective, see U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), The National Strategy for Child Exploitation and 
Prevention: A Report to Congress, April 2016. See also, CRS Report RL33785, Runaway and Homeless Youth: 
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�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�V���D�E�R�X�W���D���V�X�E�V�H�W���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�² �W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���K�D�G���U�X�Q���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���K�R�P�H�����7�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\��
�I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���U�X�Q�D�Z�D�\���\�R�X�W�K���K�D�G���Z�L�W�K���S�R�O�L�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���U�H�O�L�D�Q�F�H���R�Q��
�V�R�F�L�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���I�R�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����7�K�H�V�H���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���O�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���S�D�V�V�D�J�H���R�I���W�K�H��
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�0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���$�F�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���G�H�I�L�Q�H���F�K�L�O�G���V�H�[�X�D�O���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����E�R�W�K���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���D�Q�G��
�F�L�Y�L�O���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���V�W�D�W�X�W�H�V���V�S�H�F�L�I�\���D�F�W�V���R�I���V�H�[�X�D�O���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���R�I���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�L�Q�J���R�I�I�H�Q�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G��

                                                 
8 34 U.S.C. §20501.  
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9 For example, Title 18 of the U.S. Code includes multiple crimes involving the sexual exploitation of children, such as 
commerce in child pornography; transferring obscene material to a child by mail or through interstate or foreign travel; 
traveling abroad to engage in a sexual act with a child; and using a misleading domain name, words, or digital images 
on the internet with the intent to deceive a minor into viewing material that is harmful to that minor. Most federal 
criminal statutes on child sexual exploitation are in Chapters 71, 77, 109A, 109B, 110, and 117. In addition, Title 42 of 
�W�K�H���8���6�����&�R�G�H�����D�W���������8���6���&�����†���������J�����S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���F�K�L�O�G���V�H�[�X�D�O���D�E�X�V�H���I�R�U���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���R�I���G�H�I�L�Q�L�Q�J���³�F�K�L�O�G��
�D�E�X�V�H���D�Q�G���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�´���L�Q���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G federal child welfare law. Title 34 of the U.S. Code requires individuals convicted of 
specified crimes against children or sexually violent crimes to register their addresses. 
10 34 U.S.C. §11293(c). P.L. 113-38 amended the prior law by changing the requirement for OJJDP to conduct 
�L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�F�H���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���R�I���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���I�U�R�P���³�S�H�U�L�R�G�L�F�D�O�O�\�´���W�R���³�W�U�L�H�Q�Q�L�D�O�O�\���´ 
11 Due to challenges with fielding NISMART-3, DOJ made a competitive award with FY2017 funding to improve data 
collection of missing children more generally under a new iteration of the study, NISMART-4. DOJ, Office of Justice 
Programs (OJP), Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), Grant Solicitation, OJJDP FY 2017 
National Incidence Studies of Missing Children Reported to Law Enforcement, 2017. DOJ awarded funds to 
researchers to collect data on child victims of stereotypical kidnappings known to law enforcement agencies and 
develop and evaluate strategies to collect information from law enforcement agencies about children who are reported 
missing to them. The funding was awarded to Westat, Inc., a policy research organization, which has partnered with the 
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���1�H�Z���+�D�P�S�V�K�L�U�H�¶�V���&�U�L�P�H�V���$�J�D�L�Q�V�W���&hildren Research Center. DOJ expects NISMART-4 findings to be 
�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���L�Q���������������6�H�H���'�2�-�����2�-�3�����2�-�-�'�3�����³�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���,�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�F�H���6�W�X�G�L�H�V���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J�����$�E�G�X�F�W�H�G�����5�X�Q�D�Z�D�\�����D�Q�G��
�7�K�U�R�Z�Q�D�Z�D�\���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����1�,�6�0�$�5�7���������������������´���K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���R�M�M�G�S���J�R�Y���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���1�,�6�0�$�5�7��-3.html. 
12 Andrea J. Sedlak, David Finkelhor, and J. Michae�O���%�U�L�F�N�����³National Estimates of Missing Children: Updated 
Findings From a Survey of Parents and Other Primary Caretakers���´��Juvenile Justice Bulletin, DOJ, OJP, OJJDP, June 
2017, https://www.ojjdp.gov/pubs/250089.pdf. The report includes definitions of these terms. Some children reported 
in NISMART-3 were missing, but their caretakers may not have been alarmed or contacted authorities; these children 
were i�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���D�V���³�Q�R�Q-�P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���´  
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�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�Q��
�P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����V�X�S�S�R�U�W���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���I�R�U���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���J�U�D�Q�W��
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���Y�D�U�\���I�U�R�P���\�H�D�U���W�R���\�H�D�U���� 

�$�V���Z�L�W�K���S�U�L�R�U���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���)�<�����������R�P�Q�L�E�X�V���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���O�D�Z�����3���/����������������������
�G�L�G���Q�R�W���V�S�H�F�L�I�\���W�K�H���O�H�Y�H�O���R�I���I�X�Q�G�V���I�R�U���H�D�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�¶�V���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V�����'�2�-���D�O�O�R�F�D�W�H�G����������
�P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\���I�R�U���1�&�0�(�&�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���'�2�-�����W�K�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���L�Q���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�$�0�%�(�5���$�O�H�U�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���Z�D�V���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���W�R���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���W�K�H�V�H���D�O�H�U�W�V���L�Q���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\��15 

                                                 
15 Based on CRS correspondence with DOJ, OJP, April 2019.   
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Table 1. �$�F�W�X�D�O���)�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���(�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���3�U�R�J�U�D�P, by Component, FY200 7-FY2018 
 (In thousands of dollars) 

Program Component  FY2007 FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 FY2012 FY2013 FY2014 FY2015 FY2016 FY2017 FY2018 

NCMEC $26,500 $24,740 $30,488 $30,496 $30,130 $26,623 $25,500 $26,005 $25,700 $28,343 $28,343 $28,343 

ICAC Task Force 
Program 

$11,779a $15,950 $25,000b $28,800b $28,583 $25,670 $25,050 $27,049 $27,049 $27,600 $27,600 $28,600 

AMBER Alert Training 
and Technical Assistance 

$5,000 $4,481 $5,000 $3,150 $4,075 $2,515 $2,364 N/Ac $2,402 $2,400 $2,400 $3,400 

Grant Programs and 
Technical Assistanced 

$4,108 $4,829 $9,512 $7,554 $7,072 $10,192 $9,478 $7,270 $5,865 $4,194 $4,231 $15,657 

Total Funding $47,387 $50,000 $70,000 $70,000 $69,860 $65,000 $62,392 $60,324 $61,016 $62,536 $63,124 $76,000 

Sources: Congressional Research Service, correspondence with the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), Office of Justice Programs (OJP), Office of Communications, 
March, July, and October 2014; October 2015; October 2016; December 2017; December 2018; and June 2019. Also, the Continuing and Further Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2013 (P.L. 113-6); Rules Committee Print 113-32 on the amendment to H.R. 3547, which was enacted as P.L. 113-67; Consolidated and Further 
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015 (P.L. 113-235); Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016 (P.L. 114-113); Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017 (P.L. 115-31); and 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018 (P.L. 115-141). Appropriations reflect rescissions where applicable, and the FY2013 appropriations reflect amounts post-
sequestration as required under the terms of the Budget Control Act of 2011 (P.L. 112-25) and the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (P.L. 99-
177), as amended.  

Notes: In most years, some funding is reprogrammed to support activities under OJP. In addition, some funding (generally between $1 and $60,000) is unobligated. For 
example, the FY2017 appropriation for the MEC program was $72,500,000. Of this amount, $63,124,000 was allocated to the components of the program; $7,091,479 
was reprogrammed for other OJP activities; and $2,227,026 was used to support OJJDP functions (i.e., website, communication functions, training and technical 
assistance standards, and performance measures). Another $57,652 was unobligated.  

a. The ICAC Task Force program received an additional $11.5 million in 2007 through the Byrne Discretionary Grant Program to expand the program, provide 
training and technical assistance, and improve the forensic capabilities of task forces and reduce the backlog of cases they handle. These funds are not shown here. 

b. The ICAC received $50 million under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA, P.L. 111-5) to support four ICAC activities authorized under the 
PROTECT Our Children Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-401): (1) ICAC grants; (2) ICAC Training and Technical Assistance grant; (3) ICAC Research grants to encourage 
innovative and independent research and data collection to further understand the scope and prevalence of technology and Internet crimes against children; and 
(4) the National ICAC Data System. These funds are not shown here. 

c. Remaining funds from previous years were carried over to support AMBER Alert activities through FY2014. 

d. This includes funding for program management and �D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�X�S�S�R�U�W���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���I�R�U���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���J�U�D�Q�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���Y�D�U�\���I�U�R�P���\�H�D�U��
to year. For example, the FY2018 allocations included $8,960,308 for program management and administration; $4,196,692 for the MEC training and technical 
assistance program, specialized services for victims of child sex trafficking training and technical assistance, specialized services for victims of child sex trafficking 
programs, and evaluation of the ICAC program; and $2,500,000 for strengthening investigative tools and technology for combating child exploitation.  
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16 Unless otherwise noted, the description of these services is based on a site visit to NCMEC, interviews and ongoing 
correspondence with NCMEC staff, and quarterly progress reports submitted by NCMEC to the Department of Justice 
�D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�X�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�U�D�Q�W���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���(�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� 
17 For further information about NCMEC, see its website: http://www.missingkids.org/.  
18 Based on correspondence with the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, December 2018. 
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19 34 U.S.C. §41308. Child welfare agencies must report cases of missing or abducted children to NCMEC and to law 
enforcement for entry into the NCIC, no later than 24 hours after receiving information on these children. 42 U.S.C. 
§671 (a)(B)(35). 
20 Based on correspondence with the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, December 2018. 
21 NCMEC, NCMEC Quarterly Progress Reports, July 1 �± Sept. 30, 2018, p. 18.  
22 Ibid., p. 21.  
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23 NCMEC, NCMEC Quarterly Progress Reports, July 1 to Sept. 30, 2018, p. 16. 
24 DOJ, OJP, National Institute of Justice, �³NamUs,�  ́http://www.namus.gov/. 
25 T�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�H�Q�W�U�H���I�R�U���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���(�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����³�,�&�0�(�&�´�����L�V���D���V�L�V�W�H�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�I�I�L�O�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
NCMEC. ICMEC focuses on policy, advocacy, and training, and does not perform case work. ICMEC advocates for 
adoption of treaties in regard �W�R���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���U�L�J�K�W�V�����H�Q�J�D�J�H�V���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�����F�L�Y�L�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H��
organizations, and government representatives; offers technical assistance in creating missing children centers; and 
creates and distributes reports on international child abduction and child sexual exploitation. 
26 The Department of State is designated as the U.S. Central Authority for the Hague Convention. NCMEC was 
permitted to serve as the representative of the State Department pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §11608. 
27 NCMEC, NCMEC Quarterly Progress Report: July 1-September 30, 2018, p. 63, footnote 61. 
28 18 U.S.C. §1204(a). The term parental rights refers to the right to joint or sole physical custody of a child obtained 
through a court order, a legally binding agreement between the involved parties, or operation of law. For further 
information about the International Parental Kidnapping Crime Act and the Hague Convention, see CRS Report 
RS21261, International Parental Child Abductions.  
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29 Ashcroft v. Free Speech Coalition, 535 U.S. 234 (2002).  
30 34 U.S.C. §11293(b)(1)(P). The tipline enables ESPs and members of the public to report under eight categories: (1) 
possession, manufacture, and distribution of child pornography; (2) online enticement of children for sexual acts; (3) 
child sex trafficking; (4) child sex tourism; (5) child sexual molestation by someone other than a family member; (6) 
unsolicited obscene material sent to a child; (7) misleading domain names; and (8) misleading words or digital images 
on the internet. The first three reporting categories were specified in P.L. 108-21, and the other five categories were 
specified in the Protecting Our Children Comes First Act of 2007 (P.L. 110-240). The Justice for Victims of 
Trafficking Act (P.L. 114-22�����V�W�U�X�F�N���³�F�K�L�O�G���S�U�R�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�´���D�Q�G���U�H�S�O�D�F�H�G���L�W���Z�L�W�K���³�F�K�L�O�G���V�H�[���W�U�D�I�I�L�F�N�L�Q�J�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G��
�S�U�R�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���´�� 
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31 U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO), Combating Child Pornography: Steps are Needed to Ensure That 
Tips to Law Enforcement are Useful and Forensic Examinations are Cost Effective, GAO-11-334, March 2011, p. 9 
(hereinafter, GAO, Combating Child Pornography). 
32 NCMEC�����³�&�K�L�O�G���6�H�[���7�U�D�I�I�L�F�N�L�Q�J���´��http://www.missingkids.com/theissues/trafficking. 
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33 For further information, see NCMEC, �³Missing Child Clearinghouses���´��http://www.missingkids.com/
Clearinghouses. 
34 DOJ, OJP, OJJDP, Report to the Congress on AMBER Alert, July 2005, p. 7. (Hereinafter, DOJ, OJP, OJJDP, Report 
to the Congress on AMBER Alert.) 
35 �1�&�0�(�&�����³�*�H�W���+�H�O�S���1�R�Z�����$�0�%�(�5���$�O�H�U�W�V���´���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J�N�L�G�V���R�U�J���D�P�E�H�U�� 
36 �,�&�0�(�&�����³�8���6�����)�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���&�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q���$�J�D�L�Q�V�W���&�K�L�O�G���3�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���´��https://www.icmec.org/fcacp/. 
37 34 U.S.C. §§21112 et seq.  



�7�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���(�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V�����0�(�&�����3�U�R�J�U�D�P�����%�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G and Policies  
 

Congressional Research Service   14 

�x �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���V�W�D�W�H���D�Q�G���O�R�F�D�O���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���W�R���G�H�W�H�F�W��
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���F�U�L�P�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���D�S�S�U�H�K�H�Q�G���R�I�I�H�Q�G�H�U�V���� 

�x �F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�L�Q�J���S�U�R�D�F�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���U�H�D�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���F�U�L�P�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� 

�x �S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�R���,�&�$�&���W�D�V�N���I�R�U�F�H�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���O�D�Z��
�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�H�D�V���R�I���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�����I�R�U�H�Q�V�L�F�V�����S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q����
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���R�X�W�U�H�D�F�K�����D�Q�G���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�����X�V�L�Q�J���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���H�[�S�H�U�W�V���W�R���D�V�V�L�V�W���L�Q��
�W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\���R�I���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���� 

�x �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���F�U�L�P�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�I�I�H�Q�V�H�V���E�H�L�Q�J��
�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�H�G���D�Q�G���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�H�G���� 

�x �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�Z�L�G�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���W�R���R�I�I�H�Q�V�H�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���F�U�L�P�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W��
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G�� 

�x �G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���F�U�L�P�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���S�X�E�O�L�F���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���� 

�$�Q���,�&�$�&���W�D�V�N���I�R�U�F�H���L�V���I�R�U�P�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���D���V�W�D�W�H���R�U���O�R�F�D�O���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���D�J�H�Q�F�\���H�Q�W�H�U�V���L�Q�W�R���D���J�U�D�Q�W��
�F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K���2�-�-�'�3�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���L�Q�W�R���D���P�H�P�R�U�D�Q�G�X�P���R�I���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U���I�H�G�H�U�D�O�����V�W�D�W�H�����D�Q�G��
�O�R�F�D�O���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V�����&�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\�����������W�D�V�N���I�R�U�F�H�V���D�U�H���L�Q���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����H�D�F�K���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G���R�I���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H��
�D�I�I�L�O�L�D�W�H�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����P�R�V�W���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���F�L�W�\���D�Q�G���F�R�X�Q�W�\���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V����38���7�K�H���W�D�V�N��
�I�R�U�F�H�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���O�H�D�G�V���I�U�R�P���&�\�E�H�U�7�L�S�O�L�Q�H���D�Q�D�O�\�V�W�V���D�W���1�&�0�(�&���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���R�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S��
�O�H�D�G�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���S�U�R�D�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U�F�R�Y�H�U���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H���$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���L�V���W�R��
�D�Z�D�U�G���J�U�D�Q�W�V���W�R���V�W�D�W�H���D�Q�G���O�R�F�D�O���,�&�$�&���W�D�V�N���I�R�U�F�H�V���X�V�L�Q�J���D���I�R�U�P�X�O�D���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���E�\���'�2�-���W�R���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H��
���������R�I���W�K�H���I�X�Q�G�V�����W�K�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����������L�V���W�R���E�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���Q�H�H�G���� 

�,�Q���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�\���I�R�U�P�X�O�D�����'�2�-���P�X�V�W���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���H�D�F�K���V�W�D�W�H���R�U���O�R�F�D�O���,�&�$�&���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�V���D�W���O�H�D�V�W������������
�R�I���W�K�H���I�X�Q�G�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�����,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����'�2�-���L�V���W�R���W�D�N�H���L�Q�W�R���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�D�F�W�R�U�V���V�X�F�K���D�V�² �H�D�F�K���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��
�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Y�H���O�H�D�G�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���W�D�V�N���I�R�U�F�H�¶�V���M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I��
�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���F�D�V�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���F�U�L�P�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���D���W�D�V�N���I�R�U�F�H���I�R�U���I�H�G�H�U�D�O�����V�W�D�W�H����
�R�U���O�R�F�D�O���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���F�K�L�O�G���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�V�H�V���E�\���D���W�D�V�N��
�I�R�U�F�H�����W�K�H���D�P�R�X�Q�W���R�I���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�F���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���R�X�W�U�H�D�F�K���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���E�\��
�D���W�D�V�N���I�R�U�F�H���R�Q���F�K�L�O�G���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�I�H�Q�V�H�V�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���E�\���'�2�-���W�R���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H��
�W�K�H���O�H�Y�H�O���R�I���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���� 

�3�X�U�V�X�D�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���O�D�Z�����'�2�-���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���W�K�H���,�&�$�&���7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���7�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�R��
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�R���,�&�$�&���W�D�V�N���I�R�U�F�H�V�����0�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���I�X�Q�G�V���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H��
�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�Q���L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�R�U�L�D�O���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V��39�� 

���Š�•�’�˜�—�Š�•�1���������1���Š�•�Š�1���¢�œ�•�Ž�–�1�û���������ü�1 

�7�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�L�Q�J���O�D�Z���I�R�U���,�&�$�&���G�L�U�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���,�&�$�&���'�D�W�D��
�6�\�V�W�H�P�����1�,�'�6����40���$�V���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�Z�����W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�Q�W���R�I���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���L�Q���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�D�W�D���V�\�V�W�H�P��
�Z�D�V���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���X�S�R�Q���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���)�D�L�U�S�O�D�\�����G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���:�\�R�P�L�Q�J���$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�H����
�2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���)�D�L�U�S�O�D�\���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D���V�H�F�X�U�H�����X�Q�G�H�U�F�R�Y�H�U���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���O�D�Z��
�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���F�K�L�O�G���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���W�R���F�R�O�O�H�F�W��

                                                 
38 DOJ, OJP, OJJDP, �³�3�U�R�J�U�D�P���6�X�P�P�D�U�\�����,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���&�U�L�P�H�V���$�J�D�L�Q�V�W���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���7�D�V�N���3�U�R�J�U�D�P���´��http://www.ojjdp.gov/
programs/progsummary.asp?pi=3. 
39 Ibid. 
40 34 U.S.C. §21115. 



�7�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���(�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V�����0�(�&�����3�U�R�J�U�D�P�����%�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G and Policies  
 

Congressional Research Service   15 

�D�Q�G���D�J�J�U�H�J�D�W�H���G�D�W�D���R�Q���W�K�H���H�[�W�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���R�I���F�K�L�O�G���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q��41���7�K�H���O�D�Z���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
�V�\�V�W�H�P���L�V���W�R���E�H���K�R�X�V�H�G���D�Q�G���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���'�2�-���R�U���D���F�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�H�G���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���D�J�H�Q�F�\���D�Q�G��
�L�V���W�R���E�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���D���Q�R�P�L�Q�D�O���F�K�D�U�J�H���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V�¶���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���F�R�P�E�D�W��
�F�K�L�O�G���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�W���P�X�V�W���D�O�V�R���F�R�O�O�H�F�W���D�Q�G���U�H�S�R�U�W���U�H�D�O���W�L�P�H���G�D�W�D�����S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�F�R�Y�H�U��
�L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���I�R�U���X�V�H�U�V�����L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���K�L�J�K���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\���V�X�V�S�H�F�W�V�����D�Q�G���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���D���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���I�R�U��
�V�H�F�X�U�H�����R�Q�O�L�Q�H���G�D�W�D���V�W�R�U�D�J�H���D�Q�G���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�����D�P�R�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U���L�W�H�P�V���� 

�'�2�-���L�V�V�X�H�G���D���J�U�D�Q�W���V�R�O�L�F�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K�������������I�R�U���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Q�J�����P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���1�,�'�6����
�K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����J�U�D�Q�W���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W�L�I�L�H�G���L�Q���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�������������W�K�D�W���'�2�-���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���P�D�N�H���D�Q���D�Z�D�U�G��
�X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�D�W���V�R�O�L�F�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���Z�R�X�O�G���S�X�U�V�X�H���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���V�\�V�W�H�P���I�R�U���³�G�H�F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�L�R�Q�´���D�Q�G��
�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�Q���Z�D�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���V�R�O�L�F�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q��42���'�2�-���L�V�V�X�H�G���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�R�O�L�F�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���-�X�Q�H������������
�W�R���V�H�O�H�F�W���D���J�U�D�Q�W�H�H���W�R���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Q�H�H�G�V���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���R�W�K�H�U���W�D�V�N�V���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H��
�I�X�W�X�U�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���1�,�'�6��43�� 

�,�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������������'�2�-���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���I�X�Q�G�V���W�R���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D���6�W�D�W�H���3�R�O�L�F�H���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���D�Q�G��
�L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���W�K�H���,�&�$�&���'�H�F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�L�R�Q���6�\�V�W�H�P�����,�'�6�������Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���L�Q���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���������������,�W���L�V��
�X�V�H�G���E�\���D�O�O���,�&�$�&���W�D�V�N���I�R�U�F�H�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�H�G���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���X�V�H�U�V�����,�'�6���H�Q�D�E�O�H�V���X�V�H�U�V���W�R��
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���G�D�W�D�����H���J�������Q�D�P�H�����D�O�L�D�V�����H�P�D�L�O���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�����,�3���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���R�I���S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�R�U���D�Q�G���U�H�O�D�W�H�G��
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�R���U�H�V�R�O�Y�H���F�D�V�H���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�V�����,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���D���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�R�U���L�V���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G��
�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���R�W�K�H�U���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H�V���W�K�D�W���V�W�R�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���F�U�L�P�H�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����,�'�6���D�O�H�U�W�V��
�W�K�H���X�V�H�U���L�I���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�R�U���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���R�W�K�H�U���V�\�V�W�H�P�V�����D�Q�G��
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�V���W�K�H���X�V�H�U���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���R�Q���D���F�D�V�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�R�U��44�� 

���Š�•�’�˜�—�Š�•�1���•�›�Š�•�Ž�•�¢�1�•�˜�›�1���‘�’�•�•�1���¡�™�•�˜�’�•�Š�•�’�˜�—�1���›�Ž�Ÿ�Ž�—�•�’�˜�—�1
�Š�—�• ���—�•�Ž�›�•�’�Œ�•�’�˜�—�1 

�7�K�H���,�&�$�&���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�L�Q�J���O�D�Z���G�L�U�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���D�Q�G���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���D���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���I�R�U���&�K�L�O�G���(�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���,�Q�W�H�U�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q��45���7�K�H���O�D�Z���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\��
�L�V���W�R���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���O�R�Q�J���U�D�Q�J�H�����F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���J�R�D�O�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W��
�'�2�-���L�V���W�R���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���L�W�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���W�R���F�R�P�E�D�W���F�K�L�O�G���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����D�V��
�Z�H�O�O���D�V���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����V�W�D�W�H�����O�R�F�D�O�����D�Q�G���W�U�L�E�D�O���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���V�H�F�W�R�U����
�$�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�����'�2�-���L�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���D�V�V�H�V�V���W�K�H���,�&�$�&���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�Q���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

                                                 
41 DOJ, The National Strategy for Child Exploitation Prevention and Interdiction: A Report to Congress, August 2010, 
pp. 10-12, http://www.justice.gov/psc/docs/natstrategyreport.pdf. (Hereinafter, DOJ, The National Strategy for Child 
Exploitation Prevention and Interdiction: A Report to Congress.) 
42 Deconfliction is the coordination and information sharing among law enforcement agencies on multi-jurisdiction 
investigations to help ensure officer safety and the effective use of resources. GAO, Combating Child Pornography.  
43 DOJ OJP, OJJDP, Needs Assessment and Development Activities for the National Internet Crimes Against Children 
Data System (NIDS), no date, http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2010/ARRA%20NIDS.pdf. In September 
2010, OJJDP awarded a grant to the Massachusetts State Police (MASP) and its partners to conduct a national needs 
assessment for NIDS. According to DOJ, work on and payment for the grant were suspended due to misconduct 
involving a former MASP employee who �Z�D�V���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�H�G���E�\���'�2�-�¶�V���2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�V�S�H�F�W�R�U���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O. P.L. 112-206 
required DOJ to submit a report to Congress about the status of the data system. See DOJ, OJP, OJJDP, Report on the 
National Internet Crimes Against Children Data System (NIDS) Project, Pursuant to the Child Protection Act of 2012 
(P.L. 112-206), no date. 
44 DOJ, OJP, OJJDP, Internet Crimes Against Children Data System, fact sheet, no date; and CRS correspondence with 
DOJ, OJP, October 2015 and April 2019.  
45 34 U.S.C. §2111. The law additionally directed the Department of Justice to appoint a senior official to serve as 
coordinator of the national strategy. DOJ appointed the National Coordinator in January 2010. Soon thereafter, the 
national coordinator convened the National Strategy Working Group to assist in implementing the national strategy. 
See GAO, Combating Child Pornography, pp. 12-13. 
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46 DOJ, The National Strategy for Child Exploitation Prevention and Interdiction: A Report to Congress, August 2010; 
and DOJ, The National Strategy for Child Exploitation and Prevention: A Report to Congress, April 2016. The first 
report identified the following types of child sexual exploitation: (1) child pornography, (2) online enticement of 
children for sexual purposes, (3) commercial sexual exploitation of children (primarily domestic prostitution), and (4) 
child sex tourism. The second report identified five types of child sexual exploitation: (1) child pornography, (2) 
sextortion and live streaming of child sexual abuse, (3) child sex trafficking, (4) child sex tourism, and (5) sex offender 
registry violations.  
47 Based on CRS correspondence with DOJ, OJP, April 2019.   
48 34 U.S.C. §20501.  
49 DOJ, OJJDP, OJP, Implementation of the Ashlynne Mike AMBER Alert in Indian Country Act of 2018: A Report to 
Congress, May 2019.    
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50 DOJ, OJP, OJJDP, Report to the Congress on AMBER Alert. 
51 DOJ, OJP, OJJDP, AMBER Alert Best Practices, 2nd ed., 2019; and DOJ, OJP, OJJDP, AMBER Alert: Field Guide 
for Law Enforcement Officers, May 2019. 
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�L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�V���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���W�R���V�W�D�W�H�V���W�R���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�O�D�Q�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�P�R�U�H���Q�D�U�U�R�Z���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���R�I���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�����(�Y�H�U�\���I�L�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V�����2�-�-�'�3��
�L�V�V�X�H�V���D���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���V�R�O�L�F�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���E�L�G�V���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���L�W���K�D�V���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G��
�I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�L�V���V�R�O�L�F�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���)�R�[���9�D�O�O�H�\���7�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���&�R�O�O�H�J�H��54 

�$�V���Q�R�W�H�G�����W�K�H���V�W�D�W�X�W�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�G�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���L�Q���)�<�����������I�R�U���'�2�7���W�R���I�X�Q�G���V�W�D�W�H�V���L�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���D�O�R�Q�J���K�L�J�K�Z�D�\�V���I�R�U���D�O�H�U�W�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���D�V�V�L�V�W���L�Q��
�W�K�H���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\���R�I���D�E�G�X�F�W�H�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����6�W�D�W�H�V���D�U�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���W�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�����X�S���W�R���������������������H�D�F�K�����W�R��
�E�H���X�V�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�K�D�W���H�P�S�O�R�\�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H�D�E�O�H���P�H�V�V�D�J�H��
�V�L�J�Q�V���R�U���R�W�K�H�U���P�R�W�R�U�L�V�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P�V�² �L�I���'�2�7���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���K�D�V���D�O�U�H�D�G�\��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P��55���7�K�H���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���V�K�D�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���L�V���Q�R�W���W�R���H�[�F�H�H�G������������
�D�Q�G���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���I�X�Q�G�V���D�U�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���X�Q�W�L�O���H�[�S�H�Q�G�H�G��56���$�V���R�I���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���������������������V�W�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W��
�R�I���&�R�O�X�P�E�L�D���K�D�G���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���V�W�L�O�O���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���� 

�	�›�Š�—�•�1���›�˜�•�›�Š�–�œ�1�Š�—�•�1���Ž�Œ�‘�—�’�Œ�Š�•�1���œ�œ�’�œ�•�Š�—�Œ�Ž 
�7�K�H���0�(�&���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�W�K�H�U���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G��
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���S�X�E�O�L�F���D�Q�G���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���Q�R�Q�S�U�R�I�L�W��
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��57���2�-�-�'�3���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�V���Z�L�W�K���)�R�[���9�D�O�O�H�\���7�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O��
�D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���I�R�F�X�V�H�V���R�Q���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�L�Q�J���P�X�O�W�L���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�D�U�\���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���L�Q���F�K�L�O�G���Y�L�F�W�L�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

                                                 
52 P.L. 108-21 originally provided $5 million for FY2004 under the first two authorization categories.  
53 This information was provided to the Congressional Research Service by DOJ, OJP in May 2007 and updated in 
December 2017.  
54 DOJ�����³�$�0�%�(�5���$�O�H�U�W���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�����7�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���´��http://www.amber-net.org/technicalassistance.html. 
55 Pursuant to the PROTECT Act, states are eligible to receive two types of DOT grants. Development grants to be used 
to develop general policies, procedures, training, and communication systems for changeable message signs or other 
motorist information about an abduction. Implementation grants are to be used to support the infrastructure of the 
program. Funding authorized under the PROTECT Act was used exclusively for the implementation of communication 
systems to issue AMBER alerts. However, states are eligible to apply for grants of up to $125,000 each, through a 
separate DOT appropriation for the Intelligent Transportation Systems program, to support state departments of 
transportation efforts related to AMBER Alert planning. These funds are available until expended.  
56 Based on CRS correspondence with Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, December 
2018.  
57 �)�R�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�H�H���)�R�[���9�D�O�O�H�\���7�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���&�R�O�O�H�J�H�����³�0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���(�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���´��
https://ncjtc.fvtc.edu/training.  
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�F�D�V�H�V�����$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���L�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�����Z�H�E�L�Q�D�U�V�����R�Q�V�L�W�H���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����R�U��
�F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P���I�R�U�P�D�W�V���� 

�7�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����S�U�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���R�I���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J��
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���'�D�\�����J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\���L�Q���0�D�\��58���D�Q�G���J�U�D�Q�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���W�K�D�W���Y�D�U�\���I�U�R�P���\�H�D�U��
�W�R���\�H�D�U�� 

 

                                                 
58 �6�H�H���'�2�-�����2�-�3�����2�-�-�'�3�����³�$�E�R�X�W���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���'�D�\���´��https://www.ojjdp.gov/missingchildrensday/.  
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Appendix.  ���‘�Ž�1���’�œ�œ�’�—�•�1���‘�’�•�•�›�Ž�—���œ�1���œ�œ�’�œ�•�Š�—�Œ�Ž�1���Œ�•�1
�˜�•�1�W�_�^�Z�ð�1�Š�œ�1���–�Ž�—�•�Ž�• 

Table A -1�����7�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���$�F�W���R�I��������4 and Amendments to the Act  

Year (Public Law)  Description   

1984 (P.L. 98-473) �³ Defines missing child as any individual under age 18 whose whereabouts are unknown 
�W�R���V�X�F�K���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�·�V���O�H�J�D�O���F�X�V�W�R�G�L�D�Q���L�I���K�H���R�U���V�K�H���Z�D�V���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�I���K�L�V���R�U���K�H�U��
�O�H�J�D�O���F�X�V�W�R�G�L�D�Q���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���F�X�V�W�R�G�L�D�Q�·�V���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�W���R�U���W�K�H���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H���W�K�D�W��
such individual is likely to be abused or sexually exploited; 
�³ Directs the Administrator of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
(OJJDP) to 
(1) facilitate effective coordination among all federally funded programs relating to 
missing children, 
(2) establish and operate a national toll-free telephone line for individuals to report 
information regarding the location of any missing child, or other child 13 years old or 
younger whose whereabouts are unknown, 
(3) establish and operate a national resource center and clearinghouse designed to 
provide technical assistance to state and local governments and law enforcement 
�D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V�����G�L�V�V�H�P�L�Q�D�W�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���P�R�G�H�O���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V��
programs, and periodically conduct national incidence studies to determine the number 
of missing children, 
(4) analyze, compile, publish, and disseminate an annual summary of recently completed 
research relating to missing children with emphasis on effective models of inter-
governmental coordination and effective programs designed to promote community 
awareness of missing children, among others, and 
(5) prepare an annual comprehensive plan for facilitating cooperation and coordination 
among all agencies and organizations with responsibilities related to missing children; 
�³ Authorizes the OJJDP Administrator to make grants and enter into contracts for 
research, demonstration projects, or service programs designed to disseminate 
information about missing children, locate missing children, and collect information from 
states or localities on the investigative practices used by law enforcement agencies in 
�P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���F�D�V�H�V�����D�P�R�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V�����D�Q�G 
�³ Provides funding authorization at $10 million for FY1985 and such sums as necessary 
for FY1986 through FY1988. 

1988 (P.L. 100-690) �³ Removes the requirement that the OJJDP Administrator analyze, compile, publish, and 
disseminate an annual summary of recently completed research concerning missing and 
exploited children; 
�³ Requires the OJJDP Administrator to submit a report, within 180 days after the end 
of each fiscal year, to the President and Congress, including a comprehensive plan for 
facilitating coordination among all agencies and organizations with responsibilities related 
to missing children; identify and summarize effective models of cooperation; identify and 
summarize effective programs for victims of abduction; and describe in detail the 
activities in the national resource center and clearinghouse, among other requirements; 
�³ Requires the OJJDP Administrator to disseminate information about free or low-cost 
legal, restaurant, lodging, and transportation services available for the families of missing 
children, as well as information about the lawful use of school records and birth 
certificates to identify and locate missing children; 
�³ Requires the OJJDP Administrator to establish annual research, demonstration, and 
service program priorities for making grants and contracts, and criteria based on merit 
for making such grants and contracts; limits a grant or contract to $50,000 unless the 
grant is competitive; 

�³ Provides funding authorization at such sums as necessary for FY1989 through FY1992. 
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Year (Public Law)  Description   

1989 (P.L. 101-204) Technical amendments only. 

1992 (P.L. 102-586) Provides funding authorization at such sums as necessary for FY1993 through FY1996. 

1994 (P.L. 103-322) Establishes a task force composed of law enforcement officers from pertinent federal 
agencies to work with the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
(NCMEC) and coordinate federal law enforcement resources to assist state and local 
authorities in investigating the most difficult cases of missing and exploited children.  

1996 (P.L. 104-235) �³ Requires that the OJJDP Administrator use only up to 5% of the amount appropriated 
for a fiscal year to conduct an evaluation of the effectiveness of programs and activities 
�X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���$�F�W�� 

�³ Provides funding authorization at such sums as necessary for FY1997 through FY2001. 

1998 (P.L. 105-314) Deletes the language to establish a task force composed of law enforcement officers 
from pertinent federal agencies to work with NCMEC.  

1999 (P.L. 106-71) �³ Provides an annual grant to NCMEC to carry out the activities originally designated to 
the OJJDP Administrator, including the following: 

(1) operate the national 24-hour, toll-free telephone line, 

(2) coordinate the operation of the telephone line with the operation of the Runaway 
�D�Q�G���+�R�P�H�O�H�V�V���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�·�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���V�\�V�W�H�P�����D�Q�G 

(3) operate the official national resource center and information clearinghouse for 
missing and exploited children, among other responsibilities; 

�³ Requires the OJJDP Administrator to make grants to or enter into contracts to 
periodically conduct national incidence studies to determine for a given year the actual 
number of children reported missing, among other statistics; and 

�³ Provides funding authorization for NCMEC at $10 million for FY2000 through FY2003 
�D�Q�G���V�X�F�K���V�X�P�V���D�V���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���$�F�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���I�R�U���W�K�H�V�H��
same years. 

2003 (P.L. 108-21) �³ Provides funding authorization for NCMEC at $20 million for FY2004 through 
FY2005; and 

�³ Provides that NCMEC coordinate the operation of a cyber tipline to provide online 
users an effective means of reporting internet-related child sexual exploitation in the 
areas of distribution of child pornography, online enticement of children for sexual acts, 
and child prostitution.  

2003 (P.L. 108-96) Provides funding authorization for NCMEC at $20 million for FY2004 through FY2008 
�D�Q�G���V�X�F�K���V�X�P�V���D�V���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���$�F�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���I�R�U���W�K�H�V�H��
same years. 

2006 (P.L. 109-248) Changes the definition of missing child to any individual less than 18 years of age whose 
�Z�K�H�U�H�D�E�R�X�W�V���D�U�H���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���W�R���V�X�F�K���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�·�V���O�H�J�D�O���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q�� 

2008 (P.L. 110-240) Provides funding authorization for NCMEC at $40 million for FY2008 and such sums as 
necessary for FY2009 through FY2013, and such sums as necessary for the Missing 
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���$�F�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���I�R�U���W�K�H�V�H���V�D�P�H���\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H���O�D�Z���D�O�V�R���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�V���W�K�H��
OJJDP Administrator to make the grant to NCMEC to carry out specified activities, 
some of which were already carried out by the organization before the law was enacted.  

2008 (P.L. 110-344) Provides authority to an Inspector General to authorize staff to assist NCMEC by 
conducting reviews of inactive case files to develop recommendations for further 
investigations and by engaging in similar activities. 
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Year (Public Law)  Description   

2013 (P.L. 113-38) Provides funding authorization of $40 million for each of FY2014 through FY2018 for 
OJJDP to fund activities carried out under the act. Of this amount, up to $32.2 million is 
to be used for NCMEC. The law also requires more regular (every three years) studies 
on missing and sexually exploited children and implements new accountability standards 
for grant recipients. 

2018 (P.L. 115-267) Provides funding authorization of $40 million for each of FY2014 through FY2023 for 
OJJDP to fund activities carried out under the act. Of this amount, up to $32.2 million is 
to be used for NCMEC. The law also revised the purpose areas to add that each year 
tens of thousands of children run away or are abducted or removed from their parents; 
and adds a definition of parent�����´�D���O�H�J�D�O���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q���R�U���R�W�K�H�U���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���Z�K�R���P�D�\���O�D�Z�I�X�O�O�\��
�H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H���S�D�U�H�Q�W�D�O���U�L�J�K�W�V���Z�L�W�K���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�R���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G���µ���)�X�U�W�K�H�U�����W�K�H���O�D�Z adds that the grant 
to NCMEC is to be used to carry out specified activities, some of which were already 
carried out by the organization before the law was enacted. Such activities include (1) 
responding to foster care children who are missing from state child welfare agencies in 
coordinating with such agencies and courts handling juvenile dependency matters; (2) 
identifying, locating, and recovering child victims of, and at risk for, sex trafficking; (3) 
utilizing emerging technology to provide additional outreach and educational materials to 
parents and families; and (4) annually providing reports to DOJ and the public on 
children reported missing to NCMEC, including specifying the number of victims of non-
family and family abductions, and the number who are recovered; and (5) tracking the 
number of attempted child abductions to identify links and patterns, and to provide this 
information to law enforcement and, as appropriate, the public.  

Source:  Compiled by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). 

Not es: �7�K�L�V���F�R�P�S�L�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q�O�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���D�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W�V���W�R���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�Q�J���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���$�F�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H��
duties of OJJDP and NCMEC. The act is codified at §34 U.S.C. 11293 et seq. (Chapter 111, Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention). In addition to funding for NCMEC and selected other activities, the Missing and 
�(�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���&�U�L�P�H�V���$�J�D�L�Q�V�W���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����,�&�$�&�����7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�Q�G��
the AMBER Alert program. The ICAC Task Force program is codified at 34 U.S.C. §§21112-21117 (Chapter 211, 
Combating Child Exploitation) and was authorized under the PROTECT Our Children Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-
401), as amended. The AMBER Alert program is codified at 34 U.S.C. §20501 (Chapter 205, AMBER Alert) and 
was authorized under the PROTECT Act (P.L. 108-21). The Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act of 2015 (P.L. 
114-22) made a change to one of the CyberTipline categories, which was subsequently changed by P.L. 115-267.  
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